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the Roman camp, where French cavalry had infiltrated in the dark-
ness into the rear of the position held by the 28th Foot and the
42nd Highlanders. While these two regiments were engaged in
repelling an infantry attack, they were charged in rear by a large
body of armoured horse. But the twenty-fivc-year-old colonel of
the 28th, Edward Paget, calmly gave the order: " Rear rank, right
about, fire! " and the men, though completely encircled, repelled
the dragoons while continuing to engage the enemy's attack to
the west.1 Though the Highlanders were temporarily broken by
the weight of the French horse, they continued fighting as indi-
viduals. All along the right and centre of the British line the story
was the same: calm and resolute resistance by units surrounded
but clinging grimly to their positions till the British reserves
moving to their help could take the French cavalry between two
fires. Much of their success was due to the careful, individual
Training which Moore had previously given the troops of his
division; everybody knew what he ought to do and did it.

In the course of this engagement, General Abercromby, super-
vising the elimination of the French dragoons between his closing
lines, had galloped forward to the Roman ruin. Here, while almost
alone, he was attacked by a small detachment of French horse.
Before his assailants were driven off, the brave old man, striking
at them with his sword, was wounded in the thigh. Until the battle
was won he took no notice of his own condition; only when at
ten o'clock the French began to withdraw towards Alexandria did
his spirit yield. As he was borne from the field, an officer placed a
wrapping over his litter with an apology that it was only a soldier's
blanket. " Only a soldier's blanket,' replied Abercromby. " A
soldier's blanket is of great consequence; you must send me the
name of the soldier to whom it belongs."

ThetBritish lost 1500 men or fifteen per cent of the force engaged.
The French casualties were far heavier, amounting to nearly forty
\ per cent in killed, wounded and prisoners, including a divisional
General. The 42nd, who had already lost 200 men in the two earlier
engagements, lost 300 more in the battle, or more dian half their
strength. Moore, whose pkill and coolness was beyond praise,
testified that he had never seen men more determined to do their

1 The 28th, to-day the Gloucestershire Regiment, still wear the Regi-
mental badge on the back as well as the front of their caps.